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TEXT:  Matthew 27:33 
THEME:  The Garden of Golgotha 
 
Dear Forgiven Children of God: 
 
The three of them were led out of the city, a ghastly, ragged, hopeless procession of 
condemned humanity destined for execution.  Matthew chapter 27 tells us:  “They 
came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull).” 
 
How does a location get labeled with a name like The Place of the Skull?  Some 
suggest that the geological shape of the hill on which Jesus was crucified resembled 
the shape of a skull.  Others suggest that local people began calling it that because 
it was a common place for gruesome crucifixions to be carried out.  However it got 
the name, the basic idea is clear:  this is a place that makes us think about death, a 
place where death happens—Golgotha, The Place of the Skull. 
 
Of course, death is not confined to one place on earth.  Like a heavy smog, death 
hangs over us at every age and every place.  Walk through cemeteries and some 
have whole sections dedicated to the graves of children and infants.  As you enter 
your middle years, you begin noticing more and more obituaries listing people close 
to your age.  As your age advances, you find there are fewer and fewer people still 
around who even know you.  Death has thinned them out. 
 
None of that would be disturbing to us if death were natural, but it is not.  We were 
not created to die; we were created to live.  Death is a shocking thing for us.  Attend 
a funeral visitation some time.  You see a still body in a casket.  You feel an 
instinctive discomfort with that.  You see people crying and hugging.  You conclude, 
“This isn’t right.  Something is very wrong here.  This isn’t the way things are 
supposed to be.”  And that’s correct. 
 
More than anything else on earth, death hits us with the reality that everything is not 
naturally okay between us and God.  Death is God’s sentence on sin.  The Bible 
says, “The wages of sin is death” (Ro 6:23).  More than anything else on earth, 
death gives us a sense of how repulsive, how horrifying, how forsaken sin and 
sinners are to a holy God. 
 
In this way then, death is just a foretaste, just a sampling, of the terrifying judgment 
that should await us after death:  the judgment of hell.  Many people today like to 
believe that Jesus and the Bible are all about love, acceptance, and tolerance.  
Certainly Jesus is loving.  But numerous times Jesus speaks of souls being cast into 
outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Hell is the 
greatest terror of all because it is the complete absence of God’s love.  There is no 
security, no care, no sense of well-being, no comfort, no good, physical things for us 
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to enjoy in hell.  And the single most terrifying aspect of hell is this:  There is no 
going back. 
 
But now let’s turn our minds away from such horrible things and look back once 
more to that place of death called Golgotha.  What do we see there?  Just another 
human being swallowed up by death?  We see a man dying, but more than a man.  
We see a man who took the blame for all our sin, all our guilt, on himself.  We see a 
man who made himself the target of all God’s damning judgment and anger in place 
of us.  Therefore we see a man hanging abandoned, let to die without mercy—from 
anyone! 
 
But there is more.  We also see that this man on a cross is also God the everlasting 
Son.  We see the Prince of heaven there charging into death and down death’s 
throat.  We see the Author of Life too big and too powerful for death to hold in.  He 
bursts open death’s belly and turns around and swallows up death itself.  The Bible 
says, “Death has been swallowed up in victory” (1 Co 15:54). 
 
Since Jesus is one of us, he played our part.  He died as one of us.  He broke out of 
death and destroyed death as one of us.  He now shares his victory over, his power 
over, and his freedom from death with us.  His victory and freedom are your victory 
and freedom.  Today you can look to Jesus with joyful confidence that he got rid of 
death and the threat of hell on your behalf. 
 
Since Jesus has done away with death for us, you no longer need to take physical 
death here on earth as a sign of God’s disapproval or abandonment or that 
something is wrong.  The terrors of hell no longer need to haunt you—not as 
someone who relies on Jesus.  It was for your sins that Christ offered himself to 
death.  But for that very reason God has declared you forgiven.  And if God has 
truly, fully forgiven you for Jesus’ sake, then he is no longer harboring any kind of ill 
will toward you.  He no longer punishes those who have faith in his Son.  It is not 
even a punishment when our bodies expire here on earth. 
 
On the contrary, Jesus says, “He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (Jn 11:25-26).  And 
therefore, far from being scary or ominous, the death of believers is actually 
comforting.  The Bible says, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints” (Ps 116:15). 
 
Jesus removes the heavy dread that a name like Golgotha—The Place of the 
Skull—brings to our hearts and minds.  On the third day from now, we will see how 
he plows death under, leaving Golgotha in his wake, and blooms forth from a garden 
with glory and overpowering life.  Amen.   


